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AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CAPITAL
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT BODY,
FACULTY, STAFF, PARENTS AND

COMMUNITY

Beginning in August 2006, a student with iife
threatening peanut and tree nut allergies esulaf
our school.

Because of these miedlly documented conditions,

items that trigger the allergic reactions cannot bge

tolerated within the environment here in the school.
By working proactively we hope to minimize the

risk of accidental peanut and tree nut allergen

exposure to the student.

We are requesting that you do not bring any item qr
product that contains peanuts or tree nuts (i.g.

almond, walnut, Brazil nut, filbert or hazelnut,
hickory nut, pecan, pine nut, pistachio, and
macadamia nut) onto the campus. Obviously, foo
products mad of or containing peanuts and treg
nuts appear to pose the greatest risk of introducin
these allergens into the school environment.

Products that are processed with peanut and tree |
oils should be avoidedalso. Some apparently
acceptable foods posea potential risk for
introducing these allergens because of crog
contamination/contact due to their having bee

exposed to the oil allergens during their processing.

These typicalbdbysumtcl ow
granola bars, and nut butters.

Items b at are typically s
to be carefully screened to ensure that they comp
with the guidelines set forth in this letter.

In advance, we want to extend to all of you o
appreciation for your willingness to help us redu
the exposwr of students to these products. Just
we have in the past with students whose hea
profiles required that we work together to ensu
that our school environment posed no threat
them, | am confident that Capital High School wi
rise to the occasioim this instancgalso.

Please feel free to contact the administration, ft

school nursgor one of the counselors if you have

guestions or would like more information regardin
this issue.

Respectfully,

Clinton H. Giles, Principal
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FROM THE PRI NDESKP AL
It seems as though football season ended just a f¢
weeks ago. Once | was toldong ago by a veteran

administrator- that the longer one remained in thig
business, the faster the years would go by. This o
has flown by!

| want to thank all of the parents, students, teachel
and service personnel for all the contributions eag
group made to ensure that we have a success
school year.

Here at Capital High School, we have been richl
blessed with enough talent and reses to excel in

every area of endeavor we wish to pursue. Peog
working behind the scenes have never receive

enough credit for their assistance in all of ouf

efforts.

So, we take the opportunity to thank our secretar
Mrs. Kaye (M.S.L.) Risk whosé&nancial wizardry
keeps the ship afloagnd Mr. Frank Thompson,
Head Custodian, and the custodial crew, for the fin
job they do in keeping our building and grounds s
neat and clean. Mrs. Phyllis
Stapler, Food Service
Manager and the food
service staff provide us
with the best institutional
food and meals that |
have ever had in my 31
years of working in
schools. Few beyond our
building or outside our campus
know how hard they work each day in the mos
demanding situation of all in Kanawha County
Schwlsi while serving more meals than any othe
school in the countyMs. Patty Bumpus, whstaffs
the front desk, does that difficult job day in and daj
out making it look so easy. One simply needs to tr
it for a few minutes to realize how midgendingly
difficult her job is as she answers the phone an
greets the public while attending to the needs ¢
teachers, administrators, students, parents, a
service personnel alike. Ms. Connie Hanna, oJ
Attendance Clerk, is literally the last of her kind in
Kanawha County. Having more seniority than any
other clerk in the entire school system, she is aGo
send. Few students are able to successfully du
her with a bogus excuse or note following ar
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unexcused absence. Mrs. Laura Woolwine is th
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S@®ouns el oShealso seives asksponsor of 0

annual prom. The Capital High School Prom is t
finest affair conducted in all of Kanawha Count
Schools each year. If it were not for the supe

sponsorship provided by Mrs. Woolwine, the affai

would not be nearly sanice. The Prom Fashior
Show, precursor to

the prom, is also an

event that Mrs.

M Woolwine organizes
that is always a crowd

pleaser that affords at least a score of students

opportunity to model the stylish prom attir
available from the many retail dets in the area.
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All of the mentors and classroom aides who assist

our most challenging students are to be commen
for the outstanding job they do. The amount
caring, compassion, patience, and commitment t
they demonstrate towards their students

unbelievable. These are special people wt
ironically, do not make large salariésit perform

jobs that areoo valuable to place a monetary value

on!

Mr. Alan Burgess, the Media Center Director ar
Librarian, is a person without whom there would
little academic support for any program at Capit
Hi gh School There has
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our school that Mr. Burgess has not helped at some

time or another whether itis with a complex
research endeavor or simply making a photo co
of a docunent.

Our School Nurse, Mrs. Angela Cavendera true
blessing in the image of Florence Nightingale. Ev
the steady hand, she handles the ertiody of
numerous medical and healdlated issues that
students, faculty, and staff bring to her with th
aplomb of a seasoned veteran.

Without our AssistantPrincipals and the fine jab
they have done this year, our school could not he
functioned as smoothly.The only experienced
veteran in the group, Mr. John W. Hawley, has do
an outstanding job withhe 9" Grade Transition
Academy (Capital Success University). He clear
wa s Ot he ma n for t he
important program.

Ms. Susan M. Walker, the new Assistant Princip
for Curriculum and Instructignhas been a quick
study in speaheadng and organizing the many
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academic activities that have occurred throughouit

the school year. We lost an excellent teacher when

Ms. Walker left the classrognbut we gained an
outstanding administrator in the process.

Ms. Wendy D. Bailey, Assistant Priipal for Pupil
Services and  Facilities, has  been
dynamic/energetic, takeharge type person who
does not flinch. Many students found out the har
way that her diminutive size is misleading. Ms
Bail ey has become t he
School 6 er wailf Bnnodncements giving
instructions, direction, and clarification to all.

a

Mr. R. Tommy Canterbury, another Assistant
Principal for Pupil Services and Facilitieis the

laid-back/easygoing complement to Ms. Bailey. He
is strong in the areas of atacter and integrity.
Dealing with young people today is a challenge at
every school Mr . Canif

students to emulate. He is firm, yet fair,

understanding and compassionate. He also brings a Here at Capital High School, that is abundant

refreshing perspective to us fromather Kanawha
County high school that says to us things that w
need to hear na

bl essings! o

e

Our counselors, collectively,
have performed superbly this
year. There were probably
times whenthey felt that
they were overwhelmed to
the exta t t hat
see any | ight at t he
have managed to get us through another ydes.
Karen Hopkins Mrs. Ruth Burdette Mrs. Amy
Lester Mr. Larry McNeely and Mrs. Brenda
Jackson have endured their own hardshipsybar
and most of them are continuing to endure ongoing
situations of an enduring nature involving family
members. Even with this, they have forged on fg
the students of Capital High School. They realiz
that the human potential they deal with dailyais
precious commodity and resource that must be
developed to the fullest extent possible.
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Lastly, | would like to thank the teachers.
Capital High School is blessed to have the most
capable, competent, qualified, professional facult
ever assembled in a Iplic school in the state of
West Virginia. Daily, students here receive
instruction from 83 of the finest teachers we coulg
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m estugents afiecmetu Herewigibamyr students at all,

t h ¢ yMydape isltitain yioi have a refresfpinrestful,
n denewihg, surhneer vacatiomse that §ou map et

find. Many of them come in early and stay la
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most days in order to provide for and accommodate

the needs of all our studentdt is not uncommon
for many of them to be in the building on weeken
and holidays, working, planning, and preparing
provide our students with the best instruction th
can. They also continue to improve themselves
participating in training, workshgs, graduate
courses, Advanced Placement seminars, and o

staffdevelopment activities above and beyond wh

ds
to
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Oisvrenuiredeof thent hereC ahey do alllof thése thirgs

and more to ensure that curriculum is delivered
students utilizing the latest/most cemt and ugo-
date technology, strategies and methodolog
available.

They also perform a job that is entirely too valuab
to place a premium on. Good teachers do not
this, oftentimes thankless, job for the money. The
e do i necayse they love lddind leaaning. mo d e |

clear when we look at how well our studen
perform and how adequately the needs of

leave without their educational needs being me
This, ta, is a testament to the outstanding job th
our teachers do. Having said that, | simply s
thank you to the teachers, and all others who wc
at Capital High School forthefife b y ou 6
all year.

to the rigors of academia, ready to continue
providing a worldclass, 2i-century education to
all of our students!
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CAPITAL HIGH SCHOOL

AThe mission of Capital Hvielgprand wtbr® aocommursity df learndre

who can live as productive, thoughtful citizens in the 21 ¢ ent ur That & the mission
statement of our school.

One of the goals of our school listed beneath the mission statement in our student handbook is

fi T oprepare students to be global citizens who work cooperatively, responsibly and

productively within family, business, and communi't
When a student graduates from Capital High School, we want him or her to have received an
education that will enable him or her to compete on par with any student leaving any high
school in the anywhere in the worl d-:-r ouwedendabn ti nt heev e
the term.

Therefore, as the Kanawha County Magnet School for the Performing Arts, we want to
emphas ize the continued development of the skills that students possess that will enable them
toexcelas 6 P ROD U CE & 8éarts in their chosen field of endeavor.

Likewise, we feel that as we provide this free, thorough, and efficient, public education to ou r
student s, many of whom are not interested in theveo
should strive to create a population of 6 CONSUMERS of t hEhis #wilRensire éhat there

will always be, within a community I city, state, this country! i a large population of individuals

who have a deep  APPRECIATION for the various art forms and will patronize their
presentation.

The Phantom Of The Opera  production opportunity assured us that we are correct in our

approach with respect to the education we provide all/l of our studen
Magnet School for the Performing Arts I the only high school in the state of West Virginia that

teaches instrumental music, vocal music, drama, and dance every period of every day, with

CERTIFIED instructo rs.

At each performance of this outstanding Andrew Lloyd Webber work, our 750 -seat performing
arts center was filled to capacity. In fact, on two occasions over 50 people were turned away,
regrettably, because there were no seats available!

It was the p erformance opportunity of a lifetime for all of us here at Capital High School.

We do sincerely appreciate having had the opportunity to utilize this marvelous vehicle to

transport us closer toward realizing our mission and goals as a comprehensive, 21 st Century high
school.

Sincerely,

Clinton H. Giles, Principal
Capital High School

1500 Greenbrier St.
Charleston, WV 25311
304 -348 -6500

Fax 304 -348 -6509

Work Cell 304 -859-1698
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THE FIRST
JOHN K. CLENDENEN
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
IS AWARDED

Last May 1%, 2008, the founding father and first
principal of Capital High School, Mr. John K.

Clendenen, passed away, quite unexpectedly, aftef a

very short stay in the hospital that resulted from hi
being diagnosed with a terminal form of cancer.

[

Mr. Clendene was a dedicated professional
educator who touched the lives of thousands of

young people as a teacher at Herbert Hoover High
School and as a principal at Thomas Jefferson Jr.

-

High School, Woodrow Wilson Junior High School,
Charleston High School, and oown Capital High
School.

Much of the culture, climate, ovail environment,
effectiveness, and success of Capital High Schoo
and what the school has becorheare directly
attributable to the fasighted vision of this
extraordinary man. He firmly bielved that the

students and families of the East End and West Sige
deserved the very best education that Kanawha

County Schools and the taxpayers of Kanawha
County could provide.

As principal of Capital High SchodMr. Clendenen
ended the morning annowroents by saying,
"Everyone is someone at Capital High School!" Hg
emphasized this notion at every opportunity by
treating everyone with equality, respect, and
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kindness. He challenged each of us to embrace life

and one another, to celebrate diversity,ldnd a
helping hand, and to treat others the way we would
like to be treated.

Mr. Clendenen's ability to relate to others made him
a respected community leader, popular principal,
trusted friend and loving family man. His legacy
as an educator will comue through the John K.
Clendenen Scholarship Fund.

Last Wednesday night May 21, 2Q08uring our

annual graduation/commencement exercise in ordger

that we preserve and maintain the legacy of Mr.
Clendenen in perpetuity the first John K. Clendenen
Memoiial Scholarship was awarded.

The scholarship is in the amount of $1000.00 alnd
will henceforth be awarded at the annual Senior
Awards Assembly. Then, the previous recipient
will be invited to return to assist in the presentation
of the scholarship to a ember of the succeeding
class and briefly share with the class how the
scholarship helped and or benefiteitnh or herin
pursuit ofhis or hereducational goals.

The primary determining critem for the awarding
of the scholarship is the development of essay
written by a member of the senior class that has as
its theme fiEveryone Is Someone at Capital High
School 0

The recipient of the first John K. Clendenen
Memorial Scholarship is Megan Camille Joseph.

GRADUATION @9
WILL BE ON SATURDA Y!

Traditionally, the annual Capital High School
Graduation/Commencement exercise had been held
on the Saturday evening preceding the Memorial
Day Holiday.

This year, due to requests made by students,
parents, family members, and members of the
faculty and staff over the years, the ceremony was
held on Wednesday night, May 21, 2008. We
moved the ceremony while only taking into
consideration the preservation of the long holiday
weekend.

During the ceremony we recognized practically
every department, cormopent, and aspect of our
school as well as recently deceased former Capital
High School principal, Mr. John K. Clendenen and
graduate Marine Corps Corporal Andrew Ryan
White.




